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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-49 are pending in this application 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-15 and 18-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fitzpatrick et al. (Patent No. US 7,266,583 B2), hereinafter 
Fitzpatrick. 

4. With respect to claim 1 , Fitzpatrick discloses an IM server (column 9, lines 52-55; 
abstract, lines 22-24) connected to a communication network (column 6, lines 52-54; 
Fig. 1 displays a server connected to a network); and logic operable on the IM server 
enabling a first user to browse contacts associated with a second user (column 1 , lines 
17-21 and 51-56; abstract, lines 22-24). 
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5. With respect to claim 2, Fitzpatrick discloses the network is the Internet network 
(column 6, lines 52-54). 

6. With respect to claim 3, Fitzpatrick discloses the logic additionally enables the 
first user to add and list contacts accessed by browsing the contacts associated with the 
second user (column 8, lines 11-16, chat session participant 300 of contact list 31 0 is 
considered the first user and the contact list 1 10 is considered as belonging to the 
second user). 

7. With respect to claim 4, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user groups contacts in 
distinct separate lists (column 4, lines 48-53), and the first user is enabled to browse 
contacts in only the second user's list that includes the first user as a contact (column 2, 
lines 36-38; column 4, lines 66-67; column 5, lines 1-8). 

8. With respect to claim 5, Fitzpatrick discloses a means operable for the second 
user to enable and disable access by the first user to individual ones or lists of contacts 
associated with the second user (column 9, lines 11-13; column 2, lines 58-65). 

9. With respect to claim 6, Fitzpatrick discloses a means for the first user to select a 
screen name from the contacts of the second user (column 6, lines 59-66), which 
selection adds the selected screen name as a contact for the first user (column 8, lines 
7-16). 
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1 0. With respect to claim 7, Fitzpatrick discloses the means for a user to select a 
screen name is an interactive list (column 6, lines 59-66) displayed to the first user on a 
display screen (column 6, lines 59-66) of a first computerized appliance connected to 
the IM network (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 1-3) and executing a first 
instance of client logic of the IM system (column 8, lines 7-16; abstract, lines 22-24). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 8, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user's contacts are 
stored and displayed on a second computerized appliance (column 9, lines 64-67; 
column 1 0, lines 1 -3) executing a second instance of client logic of the IM system 
(column 8, lines 7-16; abstract, lines 22-24). 

12. With respect to claim 9, Fitzpatrick discloses upon the first user selecting a 
screen name from the contact list of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), the 
second instance sends a message to a third instance of the IM client on the network 
(column 10, lines 56-64, when a token of introduction can be originated by a first 
participant, a message sent by a second instance is inherent; column 1 1 , lines 33-34; 
abstract, lines 22-24), the third instance registered to a person using the selected 
screen name (column 7, lines 23-28), the message alerting the person using the 
selected screen name that the first user is adding his name to the first user's contact list 
(column 11, lines 33-37). 
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13. With respect to claim 10, Fitzpatrick discloses the second instance, upon the first 
user selecting a name from the contact of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), 
acts as an intermediary, sending at least a message to a third instance of the IM client 
(column 10, lines 56-64, when a token of introduction can be originated by a first 
participant, a message sent by a second instance is inherent; column 1 1 , lines 33-34; 
abstract, lines 22-24) registered to the person using the selected screen name (column 
7, lines 23-28), the message seeking approval for addition of the selected screen name 
to the contact list of the first instance (column 1 1 , lines 33-37). 

14. With respect to claim 1 1 , Fitzpatrick discloses the second instance, upon the first 
user selecting a screen name from the contact list of the second instance (column 1 0, 
lines 64-67; column 1 1 , lines 1-2, first user is considered as user #3, second instance is 
considered user#1), sends messages (column 11, lines 10-12, second instance is 
considered user #1 ) to both the third instance registered to the person using the 
selected screen name (column 1 1 , lines 33-34; column 7, lines 23-28) and also to the 
first user at the first instance (column 1 1 , lines 33-34), providing introductory information 
(column 1 1 , lines 1 5-24) to each of the two users (column 1 1 , lines 33-34, when a token 
of introduction is provided to one chat session participant, providing a token of 
introduction to more than one participant is inherent) about the other of the two users 
(column 1 1 , lines 15-24, when a token of introduction is created, GUI fields may contain 
information about the users). 
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1 5. With respect to claim 1 2, Fitzpatrick discloses the two messages sent (column 

1 1 , lines 33-34, when a token of introduction is provided to one chat session participant, 
providing a token of introduction to more than one participant is inherent) also seek 
response from the two users granting or withholding authorization (column 1 1 , lines 33- 
34) for the addition of each user's screen name to the other user's contact list (column 
1 1 , 34-37). 

16. With respect to claim 13, Fitzpatrick discloses a repository storing profile 
information about individual users (column 1, lines 27-36, when storing information in a 
file, a repository is inherent); and a description-based search means (column 1, lines 
37-42) executable by users to search the repository for one or more other users based 
on search criteria entered by the searching user (column 1 , lines 37-42). 

17. With respect to claim 14, Fitzpatrick discloses the search is conducted without 
regard to a field (column 1 , lines 37-42, user identifier is considered to be an icon). 

18. With respect to claim 15, Fitzpatrick discloses the search is performed on a 
keystroke by keystroke basis (column 1 , lines 37-42, profile information can be acquired 
by the text typed by a user, therefore, a search performed by keystroke basis in 
inherent). 
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19. With respect to claim 18, Fitzpatrick discloses receiving a field-independent 
search query (column 1, lines 37-42); and performing a search of stored user profile 
information using the query (column 1 , lines 37-42). 

20. With respect to claim 19, Fitzpatrick discloses a further action for providing 
contact information resulting from the search to a user initiating the search query 
(column 1, lines 37-42). 

21 . With respect to claim 20, Fitzpatrick discloses providing at least first and second 
instances of an IM client (column 1 , lines 51-56; abstract 22-24) on first and second 
computerized appliances respectively on a network (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, 
lines 1-3); and providing a browsing means in the first instance of the IM client (column 
1 , lines 17-21 ) to allow browsing screen names in a contact list of the second instance 
by a first user of the first instance (column 7, lines 6-8, when viewing contact list 1 10 of 
the first instance by chat session participant 300, a third user of the instance, browsing 
screen names by a first user of the first instance is inherent). 

22. With respect to claim 21 , Fitzpatrick discloses initiating the browsing function by 
selecting one of a menu line item or an interactive icon (column 6, lines 59-61 ) in an 
interactive interface on a display screen (column 6, lines 59-66) one of the 
computerized appliances (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 1-3). 
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23. With respect to claim 22, Fitzpatrick discloses the network is the Internet network 
(column 6, lines 52-54) and one or more of the computerized appliances are personal 
computers connected to the Internet (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 1-3; Fig. 

1 , users are connected to the Internet; column 6, lines 52-54). 

24. With respect to claim 23, Fitzpatrick discloses a user of the second instance 
enabling or disabling access by the browsing user of the first instance (column 1 , lines 
51-56 and 67; column 2, lines 1-2) for individual ones or groups of contacts in contact 
lists of the second instance (column 1, lines 51-56). 

25. With respect to claim 24, Fitzpatrick discloses selecting a screen name from the 
contact list of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), which adds the selected 
screen name as a contact in the contact list of the first instance (column 8, lines 7-1 6). 

26. With respect to claim 25, Fitzpatrick discloses displaying an interactive list of 
contacts (column 6, lines 59-66) from a contact list of the second instance (column 8, 
lines 7-14) in a display window (column 6, lines 59-66) of the first computerized 
appliance (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 1-3). 

27. With respect to claim 26, Fitzpatrick discloses upon the first user selecting a 
name from the contact list of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), sending a 
message (column 10, lines 56-64) to a third instance of the IM client on the network 
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(column 11, lines 33-34; abstract, 22-24), the third instance registered to the person 
using the selected screen name (column 7, lines 23-28), the message alerting the 
person using the selected screen name that the first user is adding his name to the first 
user's contact list (column 1 1 , lines 33-37). 

28. With respect to claim 27, Fitzpatrick discloses upon the first user selecting a 
name from the contact of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), acting as an 
intermediary, sending at least a message (column 10, lines 56-64) to a third instance of 
the IM client (column 1 1 , lines 33-34; abstract, 22-24) registered to the person using the 
selected screen name (column 7, lines 23-28), the message seeking approval for 
addition of the selected screen name to the contact list of the first instance (column 1 1 , 
lines 33-37). 

29. With respect to claim 28, Fitzpatrick discloses upon the first user selecting a 
screen name from the contact list of the second instance (column 8, lines 7-14), sending 
messages (column 10, lines 56-64) to both the third instance (column 11, lines 33-34; 
abstract, 22-24) registered to the person using the selected screen name (column 7, 
lines 23-28), and also to the first user at the first instance (column 1 1 , lines 33-34; 
abstract, 22-24; column 7, lines 23-28), providing introductory information (column 11, 
lines 15-24) to each of the two users (column 11, lines 33-34, when a token of 
introduction is provided to one chat session participant, providing a token of introduction 
to more than one participant is inherent) about the other of the two users (column 1 1 , 
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lines 15-24, when a token of introduction is created, GUI fields may contain information 
about the users). 

30. With respect to claim 29, Fitzpatrick discloses the two messages sent (column 

1 1 , lines 33-34, when a token of introduction is provided to one chat session participant, 
providing a token of introduction to more than one participant is inherent) also seek 
response from the two users granting or withholding authorization (column 1 1 , lines 33- 
34) for the addition of each user's screen name to the other user's contact list (column 
11, lines 34-37). 

31 . With respect to claim 30, Fitzpatrick discloses providing network communication 
between a first and second user such that each is listed by the other as a contact 
(column 1 0, lines 62-67; column 1 1 , lines 1 -1 0); and making other contacts of the first 
user available for selection by the second user (column 4, lines 56-49) for addition to 
the second user's contact list (column 5, lines 33-40). 

32. With respect to claim 31 , Fitzpatrick discloses the network is the Internet network 
(column 6, lines 52-54). 

33. With respect to claim 32, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user groups contacts in 
distinct separate lists (column 4, lines 48-53), and the first user is enabled to browse 
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contacts in only the second user's list that includes the first user as a contact (column 2, 
lines 36-38; column 4, lines 66-67; column 5, lines 1-8). 

34. With respect to claim 33, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user enabling and 
disabling access by the first user to individual ones or lists of contacts associated with 
the second user (column 9, lines 11-13; column 2, lines 58-65). 

35. With respect to claim 34, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user selecting a screen 
name from the contacts of the second user (column 8, lines 7-14), which selection adds 
the selected screen name as a contact for the first user (column 8, lines 7-16). 

36. With respect to claim 35, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user selects a screen 
name from the contact list of the first user (column 8, lines 7-14), and the first user 
causes a message to be sent to a third user (column 10, lines 56-64; column 1 1 , lines 
33-34), the third user being the person using the selected screen name (column 7, lines 
23-28), the message alerting the third user that the second user is adding the third user 
to the second user's contact list (column 1 1 , lines 33-37). 

37. With respect to claim 36, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user, upon the second 
user selecting a name from the contact of the first user (column 8, lines 7-14), acts as 
an intermediary, sending at least a message (column 10, lines 56-64, when a token of 
introduction can be originated by a first participant, a message sent by a second 
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instance is inherent; column 11, lines 33-34) to a third user being the person using the 
selected screen name (column 7, lines 23-28), the message seeking approval for 
addition of the selected screen name to the contact list of the second user (column 11, 
lines 33-37). 

38. With respect to claim 37, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user, upon the second 
user selecting a screen name from the contact list of the first user (column 8, lines 7- 

1 4), sends messages (column 1 0, lines 56-64) to both the third user (column 1 1 , lines 
33-34; abstract, 22-24), being the person using the selected screen name (column 7, 
lines 23-28), and also to the second user (column 11, lines 33-34; abstract, 22-24, 
column 7, lines 23-28) providing introductory information (column 11, lines 15-24) to 
each of the second and third users (column 11, lines 33-34, when a token of 
introduction is provided to one chat session participant, providing a token of introduction 
to more than one participant is inherent) about the other of the second and third users 
(column 11, lines 15-24, when a token of introduction is created, GUI fields may contain 
information about the users). 

39. With respect to claim 38, Fitzpatrick discloses the messages sent (column 1 1 , 
lines 33-34) also seek response from the second and third users granting or withholding 
authorization (column 1 1 , lines 33-34) for the addition of each user's screen name to the 
other user's contact list (column 11, lines 34-37). 
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40. With respect to claim 39, Fitzpatrick discloses receiving a field-independent 
search query (column 1, lines 37-42); and performing a search of stored user profile 
information using the query (column 1 , lines 37-42). 

41 . With respect to claim 40, Fitzpatrick discloses a further action for providing 
contact information resulting from the search to a user initiating the search query 
(column 1, lines 37-42). 

42. With respect to claim 41 , Fitzpatrick discloses providing network communication 
between a first and second user such that each is listed by the other as a contact 
(column 1 0, lines 62-67; column 1 1 , lines 1 -1 0); and making other contacts of the first 
user available for selection by the second user (column 4, lines 56-59) for addition to 
the second user's contact list (column 5, lines 33-40). 

43. With respect to claim 42, Fitzpatrick discloses the network is the Internet network 
(column 6, lines 52-54). 

44. With respect to claim 43, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user groups contacts in 
distinct separate lists (column 4, lines 48-53), and the first user is enabled to browse 
contacts in only the second user's list that includes the first user as a contact (column 2, 
lines 36-38; column 4, lines 66-67; column 5, lines 1-8). 
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45. With respect to claim 44, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user enabling and 
disabling access by the first user to individual ones or lists of contacts associated with 
the second user (column 9, lines 11-13; column 2, lines 58-65). 

46. With respect to claim 45, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user selecting a screen 
name from the contacts of the second user (column 8, lines 7-14), which selection adds 
the selected screen name as a contact for the first user (column 8, lines 7-16). 

47. With respect to claim 46, Fitzpatrick discloses the second user selects a screen 
name from the contact list of the first user (column 8, lines 7-14), and the first user 
causes a message to be sent to a third user (column 10, lines 56-64; column 1 1 , lines 
33-34), the third user being the person using the selected screen name (column 7, lines 
23-28), the message alerting the third user that the second user is adding the third user 
to the second user's contact list (column 1 1 , lines 33-37). 

48. With respect to claim 47, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user, upon the second 
user selecting a name from the contact of the first user (column 8, lines 7-1 4), acts as 
an intermediary, sending at least a message (column 10, lines 56-64, when a token of 
introduction can be originated by a first participant, a message sent by a second 
instance is inherent; column 11, lines 33-34) to a third user being the person using the 
selected screen name (column 7, lines 23-28), the message seeking approval for 
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addition of the selected screen name to the contact list of the second user (column 11, 
lines 33-37). 

49. With respect to claim 48, Fitzpatrick discloses the first user, upon the second 
user selecting a screen name from the contact list of the first user (column 8, lines 7- 

1 4), sends messages (column 1 0, lines 56-64) to both the third user (column 1 1 , lines 
33-34; abstract, 22-24), being the person using the selected screen name (column 7, 
lines 23-28), and also to the second user (column 11, lines 33-34; abstract, 22-24, 
column 7, lines 23-28) providing introductory information (column 11, lines 15-24) to 
each of the second and third users (column 1 1 , lines 33-34, when a token of 
introduction is provided to one chat session participant, providing a token of introduction 
to more than one participant is inherent) about the other of the second and third users 
(column 1 1 , lines 1 5-24, when a token of introduction is created, GUI fields may contain 
information about the users). 

50. With respect to claim 49, Fitzpatrick discloses the messages sent (column 1 1 , 
lines 33-34) also seek response from the second and third users granting or withholding 
authorization (column 1 1 , lines 33-34) for the addition of each user's screen name to the 
other user's contact list (column 11, lines 34-37). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

51 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

52. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fitzpatrick, in view of Evans et al. (Patent No. 6,690,918 B2), hereinafter, 
Evans. 

53. With respect to claim 16, Fitzpatrick does not disclose the search criteria is 
imported user information. Evans however discloses the search criteria is imported 
user information (column 7, lines 27-30). Therefore, it would have obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Fitzpatrick 
by incorporating a repository and description-based search means with imported 
information is search criteria, in order to optimize the networking experience for users 
operating hand-held devices. 

54. With respect to claim 17, Fitzpatrick does not disclose the imported information is 
a telephone number or a digital address imported from a cellular telephone or a 
personal digital assistant. Evans however discloses the imported information is a 
telephone number or a digital address imported from a cellular telephone or a persona 
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digital assistant (column 7, lines 27-30, when uploading profile information through a 
cell phone, imported information such as a phone number would be inherent). 
Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Fitzpatrick by incorporating a repository and 
description-based search means with information imported from a cellular telephone or 
personal digital assistant, in order to optimize the networking experience for users 
operating hand-held devices. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TREVILLIAN H. HIGHTER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571) 272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

THH 1/3/2008 

/Nabil El-Hady, Ph.D, M.B.A./ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



